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Kent Construction Traffic Noise
Assessment

Introduction

This Appendix describes the assessment of construction traffic noise on the public
highways. The assessment of construction traffic noise has been conducted following
the guidance detailed in Design Manual for Roads and Bridges LA 111 (DMRB LA 111)
(Highways England et al., 2020) and the Department of Transport (DoT) technical
memorandum Calculation of Road Traffic Noise (CRTN) (DoT, 1988). DMRB LA 111
provides guidance for the assessment and noise impacts from road projects, however,
the guidance is widely used in the assessment of construction noise impacts from other
types of project, particularly with regards to construction traffic noise in lieu of other
guidance.

Assessment Methodology

Noise from construction traffic on the public highway has been calculated in accordance
with CRTN and assessed against the criteria detailed in DMRB LA 111. The basic noise
level (BNL) from public roads used as construction traffic routes has been calculated in
accordance with CRTN for the do-minimum and do-something scenarios in the
construction period. The calculated BNL values were compared to determine the
magnitude of the impact.

The BNL is standardized metric for determining the noise level from a road and is
defined as the noise level exceeded for 10% of the time at a reference point of 10m
away from the nearside carriageway edge. It is calculated using traffic flow, speed,
composition road gradient and road surface information, in line with the methodology
described in CRTN.

The study area is defined following the guidance detailed in DMRB LA 111 which states
that the construction traffic study areas shall be defined to include a 50 m width from the
kerb line of public roads with the potential for an increase in BNL of 1 dB or more as a
result of the additional construction traffic to existing traffic levels.

The calculation methodology described in CRTN utilizes the Annual Average Weekday
Traffic over the 18-hour period between 06:00 and 00:00 (AAWT,18h).

The standard CRTN BNL calculation is applicable where traffic flows are greater than
4000 vehicles per 18-hour day. Where flows are between 1000 and 4000 vehicles per
day, a ‘low flow’ correction can be applied which is a function of the distance from the
carriageway. For the purposes of the initial assessment, a typical worst-case distance of
10 m has been assumed (the correction reduces with increased distance, with no
correction applied beyond 30 m). Where flows are less than 1000 vehicles per day, the
BNL has been calculated and compared but it results should be treated with caution as
CRTN states that calculations of traffic flows below 1000 vehicles per 18-hour day are
unreliable. However, where traffic flows are low, absolute noise levels would be
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expected to be low and would not likely lead to significant adverse effects. Additional
discussion is provided in these cases, where applicable.

Where there are potential changes in the BNL on roads that would be greater than or
equal to 1 dB(A) an assessment has been conducted of the impacts on NSR within 50
m of routes. NSR include dwellings (including listed buildings), healthcare facilities,
education facilities or other buildings where noise or vibration can cause disturbance to
people using the buildings.

Exceedance of the change in traffic noise by greater than or equal to 3.0 dB and less
than 5 dB is considered a medium magnitude impact, while a change in traffic noise
level of greater than or equal to 5 dB is considered a large magnitude impact. For
residential NSR, construction traffic noise effects are considered to be significant where
there are medium or large magnitude impacts for a duration of ten or more days in any
15 consecutive days or for a total number of days exceeding 40 in any six consecutive
months. The significance of effect at non-residential NSR considers their specific
sensitivity on a case-by-case basis, where applicable.

Assessment Results

The results of the construction traffic noise assessment are provided in Table 1.1. Itis
assumed that there is no change in average speed between the do-minimum and do
something scenarios.

The results indicate that the effect of construction traffic noise is negligible on all
routes. The effect of construction traffic is therefore not significant.
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Table 1.1 Construction traffic noise assessment — public highway

Road Baseline Data Baseline data BNL, dB La1o,18h Change Outcom
name/locatio plus ,dB e
n construction

traffic

Total %HG Total %HG Baselin Baseline
daily \% daily \% e plus
vehicle vehicle constructio
S S n traffic

K-RL1: A299 27,841 6.3 28,061 6.6 77.0 77.1 0.1 Negligibl
Hengist Way e
(between the

Monkton and

Minster

Roundabouts)

K-RL2: A299 27,744 6.2 27,964 6.5 77.0 77.1 0.1 Negligibl
Hengist Way e
(between the

Minster and

Cliffsend

Roundabouts)

K-RL3: A299 23,750 6.9 23,969 7.3 76.4 76.5 0.1 Negligibl
Hengist Way e
(between the

Cliffsend and

the

Sevenscore

Roundabouts)

K-RL4: A299 29,814 4.5 29,857 4.5 75.5 75.5 0.0 No
Hengist Way change
(east of the

Sevenscore

Roundabout,

within study

area)

K-RL5a: A256 27,138 5.9 27,464 6.3 76.8 76.9 0.1 Negligibl
Richborough e

Way (between

the

Sevenscore

and Ebbsfleet

Roundabouts)

- north of K-

BMO02

National Grid | March 2025 | Part 3 Kent Chapter 9 Appendix 3.9.C | Sea Link



Road Baseline Data Baseline data BNL, dB La1o,18h Change Outcom
name/locatio plus ,dB e
n construction

traffic

Total %HG Total %HG Baselin Baseline
daily Vv daily \% e plus
vehicle vehicle constructio
S S n traffic

K-RL5b: A256 27,138 5.9 27,464 6.3 76.8 76.9 0.1 Negligibl
Richborough e

Way (between

the

Sevenscore

and Ebbsfleet

Roundabouts)

- south of K-

BMO02

K-RL6: A256 30,948 6.0 31,012 6.0 75.9 75.9 0.0 No
Ramsgate change
Road (south

of the

Ebbsfleet

Roundabout,

within study

area)

K-RL7: 4,517 2.1 4,557 2.4 63.7 63.8 0.1 Negligibl
Sandwich e

Road

(between

Ebbsfleet

Roundabout

and Lord of

the Manor

Roundabout)

K-RLS: 556 1.4 584 3.1 very low very low flow very low Negligibl
Ebbsfleet flow flow e
Lane

K-RL9: 2,157 1.6 2,169 1.7 62.9 63.0 0.1 Negligibl
Cottington e
Link Road

National Grid | March 2025 | Part 3 Kent Chapter 9 Appendix 3.9.C | Sea Link



References

DoT. (1988). Calcualtion of Road Traffic Noise. Welsh Office: Department for Transport.
Highways England et al. (2020). Design Manual for Roads and Bridges LA 111 Noise and
Vibration. London: Highways England et al.

National Grid | March 2025 | Part 3 Kent Chapter 9 Appendix 3.9.C | Sea Link



Page intentionally blank

National Grid | March 2025 | Part 3 Kent Chapter 9 Appendix 3.9.C | Sea Link



National Grid plc

National Grid House,
Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick.
CV34 6DA United Kingdom

Registered in England and Wales
No. 4031152
nationalgrid.com



